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25 March 2021

National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice Nepal (Human Rights Alliance) 
organized a policy dialogue on 25 March, 2021 with the representatives from civil society 
organizations, non-governmental organizations and concerned government authorities. 
With over 45 participants, the discussion focused on developing a concrete set of 
recommendations to be incorporated in the upcoming policies and programs of Nepal 
government. Since the government of Nepal is in the process of formulating upcoming 
year’s policies and programs, the dialogue was organized at the right time.

The dialogue session was chaired by Mr. Samir Nepal, Senior vice-chairperson of Human 
Rights Alliance and the special guests of the session were Hon. Dr. Vijay Dutta (Madhesi 
Aayog) and Hon. Ram Lakhan Harijan (National Assembly). Other guests were Hon. Min 
Bahadur Shahi Member of Nepal Planning Commission), Dr. Padma Prasad Khatiwada, 
Vice chairperson of Social Welfare Council (SWC), Mr. Loknath Subedi, Treasurer SWC, 
Mr. Pushkar Khati, member secretary of SWC  Mr. Jitaram Lama, Chairperson of NGO 
Federation on Nepal and representatives from various social organizations and civil 
society. Mr. Bidur Subedi from Human Rights Alliance moderated the dialogue session 
and Mr. Lal Bahadur Oli, Vice chairperson of HR Alliance formally welcomed all the guests 
and participants.

The objectives of the policy dialogue were as follows:

• To discuss the role of civil society organizations and the social sector in the formulation of 
policies and programs by the government

• To discuss the current budget priorities of the government and discuss areas for improvement 
and expansion

• To develop a set of concrete policy recommendations to submit to the government to include in 
the upcoming 2077/78 policy and programs of the government

The dialogue was organized in two phases, first, open floor discussion and second, panel 
discussion. A number of recommendations from the social sector were developed and 
agreed upon by the forum.

Policy Dialogue on Concerns of Social Sector in 
Nepal Government’s Policies and Programs



The key policy recommendations developed in the session were as follows:

Food and food sovereignty related policy recommendations:

• Food and nutrition related policies should be brought along with strategic plans for implementation because despite the existence 
of laws guaranteeing the right, there is a huge gap in implementation.

• The zero hunger policy of the government has remained as a slogan only; it should be made reality by adopting appropriate 
programs by collaborating with local bodies.

• Policy focus should be on ensuring access to basic services including drinking water and electricity in all rural areas.

• Instead of adopting a single policy at central level, vulnerability mapping should be done to determine the food and drinking water 
priority areas.

Equality and anti-discrimination related policy recommendations:

• Gender issues should be prioritized in policy formulation to facilitate the implementation of the existing laws at the local level

• The new policy focus should be on specific categories of women including women in domestic sector, returnee migrant workers 
women

• Gendered dimension should be reflected in policies related to property and nationality because there are still discriminatory 
practices in these sectors

• Gender dimension should be incorporated in the COVID related policies adopted by the government

• The concerns of vulnerable and marginalized groups should receive priority in the formulation of policies and programs by the 
government.

Policy recommendations related to education and health

• The policy focus now should be on normalizing education and health services for children to counter the effects of the pandemic

• Mental health should be another priority for this year because of the COVID pandemic

• In collaboration with local and provincial bodies, the government should include programs for psycho-social counselling 

• More extensive policies should be incorporated to improve the access to health services in rural areas, especially post COVID 
pandemic, this should be made a priority 

Policy recommendations related to children, senior citizens, disabled and vulnerable groups:

• We need to bring stronger policies to protect children’s rights and safeguard their interests

• People with disabilities require special focus in policy making, with special focus on the economic empowerment of people with 
disabilities

• Appropriate policies should be adopted to ensure timely receipt of allowances for vulnerable groups such as old age allowance, 
disability allowance

• Appropriate policies and programs with strategic plans need to adopted to rehabilitate former Kamaiyas and Haliyas

Environment related policy recommendations:

• Environmental concerns should receive a bigger attention and specific policies should be designed to address the major envi-
ronmental concerns

• We need to focus policies on the sustainable management of natural resource

• More budget should be allocated for environment management and research.



Other general policy recommendations:

• The budget focus should increase in the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights

• Specific programs should be developed in collaboration with the local bodies because they are responsible for implementation 
at the local level

• The role and importance of civil society and the social sector should be recognized at policy level

• The social welfare council has to take a guardianship role to protect the space of social sector and make them self sufficient

• There should be a policy stating the mandatory requirement to consult with civil society before adopting policies

• Through policies and programs, the policymakers need to create an enabling environment to attain sustainable development 
goals

Conclusion of the Dialogue

The forum agreed that this was a timely discussion because the government is at the verge of developing policies and programs for 
the upcoming years. The open floor discussion gave the opportunity to representatives from all the sectors to voice their concern. 
Policy recommendations focused on the need to improve access to food, drinking water, electricity and other basic services. Similarly, 
policy recommendations regarding environment and natural resource management were also developed. Vulnerable groups such 
as children, women, elder citizens and marginalized groups need special priority while formulating policies. Similarly, the role of civil 
society was repeatedly stressed and it was agreed that consultation with the social sector and civil society should be regular in order 
to bring more effective policies and programs.

Overall, the forum agreed that all the recommendations from representatives of different sectors are very important and they should 
be incorporated in the upcoming policy and programs of the government. The representatives from Social Welfare Council, National 
Planning Commission and National Assembly all expressed their commitment to take all these recommendations to the concerned 
authority. The program ended on a hopeful note that most, if not all of the recommendations will be considered seriously this time and 
desired results will be gradually attained.



National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice
 Central Committee Meeting

About the Meeting

4th July 2021

The National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice – Nepal (Human Rights Alliance) organized a central committee meeting 
in the presence of Hon’ble Pradeep Kuman Gyanwali (The Chief Guest of the program) and the advisors of Human Rights Alliance. 
The meeting was organized virtually through zoom platform and chaired by Hon’ble Min Bahadur Shahi, Chairperson of Human 

Rights Alliance. The program was moderated 
by Dr. Padma Prasad Khatiwada, General 
Secretary of Human Rights Alliance. The meeting 
was organized to discuss about the current 
organizational structure of the organization 
and to discuss how to move ahead amidst the 
current political situation. Similarly, the discussion 
also focused on how to celebrate the upcoming 
establishment day of the organization.

Dr. Khatiwada welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and began the program by introducing 
the chief guest of the program, Hon’ble Pradeep 
Gyanwali. He briefly stated about the organization 
and the agenda of the meeting. Mr. Min Shahi, 
Chairperson of Human Rights Alliance shared 
about the agenda of the meeting. He stated that 

the meeting would discuss about the organizational structure of Human Rights Alliance and discuss about how the organization 
should move forward in the upcoming days to attain the objectives of the organization. The key speakers of the meeting were 
Mr. Samir Nepal, Vice-President of Human Rights Alliance and Mr. Bidur Subedi. The Chief Guest of the event, Hon’ble Pradeep 
Gyanwali talked about how the communist party’s objectives align with the organization’s objectives of social justice and human 
rights. He shared that the party unification process has been unstable and it has affected the organization as well. He stated that the 
activities and projects of organizations such as Human Rights Alliance are very important for the society and hence, the focus should 
be on fulfilling the objectives of human rights and social justice. The program was formally closed by Mr. Min Bdr Shahi and at the end 
of the program, all the representatives of provincial and district chapters agreed to submit the description of their plans to organize 
the establishment day of Human Rights Alliance by 26th of the month.



13 July 2021

On 13th July 2021, Human Rights Alliance organized a virtual 
discussion program to celebrate to discuss the present human 
rights situation of the country and to discuss the kind of role civil 
society organizations should play in the upcoming days. The 
event was organized in the presence of over 140 participants 
in Zoom online platform and the program was chaired by Mr. 
Min Bahadur Shahi, Chairperson of Human Rights Alliance. The 
chief guest of the event was Hon’ble Sher Bahadur Tamang. The 
event was moderated by Dr. Padma Prasad Khatiwada, General 
Secretary of Human Rights Alliance.

The chief guest of the event Hon’ble Sher Bdr. Tamang stated 
that an active and responsible civil society is very important in 
difficult times such as the present time. He stated that because 
the government has to focus on emergency measures, important 
concerns of human rights and social justice must be raised by 
civil society and social organizations such as Human Rights 
Alliance. Dr. Netra Prasad Timsina, Chairperson of Nepal Red 
Cross Society, shared a brief presentation on the current situation 
of COVID 19 in Nepal and the importance of international 
assistance in coping with the pandemic. Mr. Gauri Pradhan 
shared a presentation on the role of civil society organizations 
in a federal democratic republic like Nepal. He stressed on the 
importance of organizations such as Human Rights Alliance to 

attain the goals of democracy as well. Ms. Purna Shova Chitrakar, 
advisor of Human Rights Alliance requested that while advocating 
for the protection and promotion of human rights, current issues 
such as the concerns of vaccine inequality should also be raised 
by organizations like Alliance. 

Other key speakers of the event included Mr. Bidur Subedi, Ms. 
Sharmila Karki, Advisor of Human Rights Alliance, Dr. Krishna 
Budathoki (Child Nepal) and Mr. Jitaram Lama, Chairperson 
of NGO Federation of Nepal. The importance of a proactive 
civil society was stressed throughout the event. The speakers 
highlighted that the current concerns arising out of the pandemic 
also need to be highlighted by organizations like Human Rights 
Alliance who have a strong voice. 

The program was formally closed by Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi 
who expressed his thanks to the Chief guest, special guests and 
advisors for their time and the valuable advice they provided. 
He thanked everyone for their participation and expressed 
commitment on behalf of the entire organization that all feedback 
will be considered and the organization will continue to fight to 
attain the goals of human rights and social justice.
 

Discussion on the current state of the country and the role of civil society 
organizations



26th August 2021

National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice (Human Rights Alliance) started a series of dialogue on Citizens Conclave on 
Democracy in Nepal with the purpose of institutionalizing democratic practices in Nepal. The first series of the dialogue session was 
completed on 26th August 2021 at Hotel Himalaya, Lalitpur while adhering to necessary measures during the pandemic. The conclave 
was completed in the presence of leading civil society representatives and experts. The program was chaired by Mr. Min Bahadur 
Shahi, chairperson of Human Rights Alliance and the chief guests of the event were Dr. Bimala Rai Poudel, Member of Parliament, 
Dr. Bhimarjun Acharya, expert on constitutional law and constitutionalism and Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit, leading civil society activist. Other 
special guests included Mr. Krishna Prasad Oli, Dr. Padma Prasad Khatiwada, Mr. Sushil Pyakurel, Mr. Chetan Adhikari, Ms. Bharati 
Pathak, Ms. Purna Shova Chitrakaar among others.

The program was moderated by Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi. He formally introduced the guests and participants and shared the purpose 
and objective of organizing the conclave. Human Rights Alliance planned this series of dialogue to bring together civil society leaders, 
human rights advocates and experts together to discuss how to strengthen democracy in Nepal. Realizing that the fundamental 
values of democracy and rule of law are declining in Nepal, this initiative was taken to fulfil the following objectives:

• To understand the current situation of democracy in Nepal and to identify the major challenges

• To discuss the ways of reversing the decline in democratic values in Nepal

• To recognize the role of the civil society and encourage civil society to take a proactive role in strengthening democracy in Nepal.

The key speakers of the program were Dr. Bimala Rai Poudel, Member of Parliament, Dr. Bhimarjun Acharya, expert on constitutional 
law and constitutionalism and Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit, leading civil society activist. Other speakers in the program were Dr. Krishna 
Prasad Oli, former member of National Planning Commission, Senior Advocate Dinesh Tripathi, Ms. Purna Shova Chitrakaar, Advisor, 
Human Rights Alliance and Mr. Sushil Pyakurel. The discussion was very productive in identifying the key concerns for democracy 
in Nepal and the experts provided important suggestions about how to move forward. The round table discussion was also very 
informative and encouraging. The program ended on a hopeful note that initiatives such as these will continue until the objectives are 
properly met.

Citizens Conclave on Democracy
Venue: Hotel Himalaya, Kupondole, Lalitpur



17 November 2021

About the Meeting
National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice Nepal 
(Human Rights Alliance) organized a dialogue session with 
the representatives from civil society organizations and non-
governmental organizations from Kathmandu, Laitpur and 
Bhaktapur on 17 November 2021 at Alfa House Banquet, 
Baneshwor. With 89 participants, the discussion focused on 
discussing the role of civil society organizations. The chief guest 
of the event was Hon’ble Bishnu Rimal. and other guests included 
Dr. Jagat Basnet (CSRC), Dr. Netra Prasad Timsina (NRCS), Dr. 
Padma Prasad Khatiwada (Human Rights Alliance), Mr. Jitaram 
Lama (NGO Federation), Ms. Bharati Pathak (FECOFUN) and 
Ms. Sharmila Karki (Human Rights Alliance) among others. The 
dialogue session was initiated by Dr. Padma Prasad Khaitwada 
who welcomed all the guests and participants and requested the 
special guests to take the dice. Mr. Samir Nepal, Vice Chairman 
of Human Rights Alliance gave the opening speech where he 
stressed the importance of conducting such open dialogue 
sessions.

The objectives of the dialogue were as follows:
• To discuss the role of civil society and social organizations 

in promoting the values of human rights and development 
in Nepal

• To bring the civil society community together and discuss the 
ways for cooperation and collaboration to attain the goal of 
‘Samriddha Nepal, Sukhi Nepali’

The chief guest of the event, Hon’ble Bishnu Rimal stated that 
the role of civil society is very important to forward any agenda in 
a country, which is why we focus on mobilizing non-governmental 
organizations. He stated that a bottoms up approach is crucial 
to attain the goal of ‘Sukhi Nepali; Samriddha Nepal.’ So, 
without including civil society and social organizations, the 
national goals can never be achieved. Therefore, despite facing 
criticisms, he shared his commitment that he would still promote 
such organizations. He welcomed this effort to bring together 
the organizations from Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur to 
identify their common goals and raise a collective voice and he 
assured that the points raised in the discussion will be seriously 
considered. 

The program was formally closed by Mr. Min Bdr. Shahi and he 
stated that the discussion was very fruitful. He ended the event on 
a hopeful note that it would be followed with further discussions 
on how to make our collective voice even more impactful.

Kathmandu Dialogue on the status of human rights and role of civil societies
Venue: Alfa House Banquet, Baneshwor



16th December 2021

National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice organized a Citizen’s Dialogue on 16th December 2021 at Alfa House Banquet, 
Baneshwor to discuss about Social and Economic Transformation of Nepal. Considering the current political situation of the country, 
the dialogue was organized in order to discuss the role of civil societies in bringing about transformation in the country. Human Rights 
Alliance sought to bring together the voice of Nepal’s civil society and social organizations through the day long dialogue session.

The program was chaired by Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, chairperson of Human Rights Alliance and the chief guest of the program was 
Hon’ble Shankar Pokharel and Hon’ble Parbat Gurung was the special guest of the program. Other guests of the event were Ms. 
Sharmila Karki (HRA), Ms. Bharati Pathak (FECOFUN), Mr. Jitaram Lama (NGO Federation), Dr. Netra Prasad Timsina (NRCS), Mr. 
Jagat Basnet (CSRC), Mr. Pushkar Khati (former SWC Member) among others.

Human Rights Alliance took the initiative to organize this dialogue as an umbrella organization of various human rights organizations 
and civil society organizations of Nepal. The dialogue was moderated by Dr. Padma Prasad Khatiwada, General Secretary of Human 
Rights Alliance. The objectives of the dialogue were:

• To remind the civil society organizations and the social sector of Nepal about their responsibility towards the country’s social and 
economic transformation

• To identify the common goals of the civil society organizations and discuss how the civil society needs to coordinate their efforts 
and activities 

The chief guest of the event Hon’ble Shankar Pokharel stressed on the 
important role played by civil society and citizens of a country to bring 
about any transformation. Our country has witnessed various movements, 
but we have still not been able to meet the desired outcome. Therefore, 
the work of the social sector and civil society is very crucial today. 
In similar lines, Mr. Gauri Pradhan shared an insightful presentation 
highlighting the role of civil society in Nepal, in terms of bringing about 
economic, social and even political transformation. At the end of the 
dialogue, NPC representatives, Chief Guest Pokharel and Special Guest 
Hon’ble Parbat Gurung expressed their commitment to make the issue of 
social transformation a key agenda in their future policies. The civil society 
representatives of the event also expressed their commitment to continue 
initiatives such as this to identify their common concerns and collectively 
move ahead.

Citizen’s Dialogue on Social and Economic Transformation



Effects of COVID 19 on Karnali Province                                                                         
(21 November 2021)

Human Rights Alliance organized a policy dialogue in Karnali 
province on the effects of COVID 19 on three sectors – food, 
education and informal sector on 21 November 2021. The key 
objective s of the dialogue were to identify the major effects of 
the pandemic on these sectors and to present the impact from 
a human accountability perspective, and to develop policy 
recommendations to minimize those effects. 

Mr. Tika Ram Acharya (SAC Nepal) presented the discussion 
paper on the impact of COVID 19 in education sector, Mr. 
Narayan Subedi (INSEC, Karnali) presented the paper on the 
effects in informal sector and Mr. Padam Prasad Subedi (Officer, 
Agriculture Ministry) presented the paper on the effects in food 
sector. Following the paper presentations, intensive discussion 
on each issue was conducted which led to the development 
of a set of concrete recommendations that were submitted 
to the provincial representative. The chief guest of the event, 
Mina Singh Rakhal, Province parliament member appreciated 
the initiative by Human Rights Alliance and encouraged other 
organizations to organize such events at the district levels as 
well. Overall, the program contributed in spreading awareness 
about sectoral impacts and led to the development of a set of 
policy recommendations.

Effects of COVID 19 on food, education and informal sector 
(Lumbini Province)

Human Rights Alliance organized a policy dialogue in Lumbini 
province on the effects of COVID 19 on three sectors – food, 
education and informal sector on 23rd November 2021 through 
zoom platform. The key objective of the dialogue was to present 
the impact of COVID 19 on these three sectors from a human 
accountability perspective and to develop effective policy 
recommendations to submit to the necessary authorities for 
future action. The dialogue was chaired by Mr. Pom Narayan 
Sharma, Incharge of Human Rights Alliance Lumbini. The 
dialogue was conducted among the representatives of various 
non-governmental and civil society organizations, local leaders 
and provincial leaders.  

Mr. Suresh Kumar Gautam presented the discussion paper 
on the effects of the pandemic on food sector, Mr. Rom Kant 
Ghimire presented the paper on the effects on education and 
Ms. Surya Kumari Shahi presented the paper on the impact felt 
in the informal sector. The dialogue contributed not only in terms 
of identifying the major effects of the pandemic is these two 
sectors but also led to a fruitful discussion to identify probable 
ways forward. The local and provincial representatives present 
in the discussion expressed their commitment to take these 
recommendations to the necessary forum and take appropriate 
action accordingly. 

Provincial Level Dialogues and Discourse

Effects of COVID 19 on Karnali Province (21 November 2021)

Human Rights Alliance organized a policy dialogue on the effects of COVID 19 on two sectors – informal sector and education in 
province 1 on 23rd November 2021 through zoom platform. The dialogue was organized among the representatives of the social 
sector and local and provincial government representatives. The key objectives of the dialogue were to spread awareness about the 
effects of the pandemic on informal sector and education, and then to discuss probable ways of minimizing the effects at the local 
levels.  The program was chaired by Mr. Debendra Biswakarma, Sachib, Human Rights Alliance.



The discussion paper on the impacts of COVID 19 on education sector was presented by Mr. Rudra Thebe from Human Rights 
Forum Ilam. Similarly, Mr. Som Sharma (INSEC, Province 1) presented the discussion paper on the impacts of COVID 19 on informal 
sector. Both the presentations stressed that the pandemic has seriously affected both these sectors, especially among the already 
vulnerable groups such as the poor and the marginalized communities. The third variant poses further risks for these communities 
specially and therefore preventive measures need to taken by the local governments coordinating with the central government. The 
civil society organizations and human rights defenders also play an important role in identifying and lobbying for necessary action to 
avoid maximum damage due to lack of preparedness.

The dialogue contributed not only in terms of identifying the major effects of the pandemic is these two sectors but also led to a fruitful 
discussion to identify probable ways forward.

For More Information:

National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice - Nepal (Human 
Rights Alliance)
Sanepa, Lalitpur, Nepal
P.O. Box: 9993, Phone: 977-01-5548321, 5548040, Fax: 977-01-5549093
Email: info@hralliance.org.np, alliance.humanrights@gmail.com
Url: http://www.hralliance.org.np


