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Consultation on the BIMSTEC Summit: People’s
Agenda and Concerns for the Summit
16th March, 2022
Before the conclusion of the BIMSTEC Summit on March 30, 2022 in Sri Lanka, a pre
consultation session was organized at Hotel Kutumba, Lalitpur, Nepal. At the BIMSTEC
meeting in 2021, the heads of states of all member countries had pledged to cooperate
with each other in the fight against the pandemic and to overcome its consequences.

• 	5th National Convention of
National Alliance for Human
Rights and Social Justice
Nepal (7th March 2022

In this context, five countries of South Asia would be represented in the upcoming
summit. Realizing that a regional level pre-discussion/consultation is important in order to
demonstrate concerns of the public and submit recommendations from the civil societies,
Human Rights Alliance organized a national level consultation as a precursor to the
regional level consultation with the objective to identify the key concerns for the people of
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Nepal that need to be taken to the attention of the concerned authorities.
The discussion was successful in identifying some of the key agendas that need to be
raised in the upcoming summit.
The key point agenda from civil society perspective that was agreed upon by the experts
was that: it is essential to create space for civil society in BIMSTEC process. There is
a lack of civil society voices in this process and the BIMSTEC process needs to be pro
people in the future.
The first half of the discussion centred on identifying the major areas of concern. The
following were identified other important agendas that need to be raised:
1. Civic space and people’s freedom
2. Right to health: peoples vaccine, accessibility of COVID vaccine and pandemic response
3. State accountability and democratization
4. Climate change, climate adaptation, global justice, forced migration, disaster induced
displacement
5. Trade, investment and connectivity (framework/free trade agreement has developed/
drafted but not passed yet)
o Transparent trade and trade facilities (goods and services)
o Minimizing trade cost/free market
o Benefit to producers, farmers and people. People participation: how poor, women,
marginalized communities and informal sectors can be benefited?
o Investment cooperation and environment
o Better trade and supply chain (minimizing trade cost)
o Market access and tariff
o Inequality, economy recovery after COVID, support to SMEs (Small and Middle
Enterprises)
6. Migration governance (Nepal-India migration and labor migration in other countries),
refugee protection and zero cost of recruitment for foreign migrant worker
7. Natural resources and energy

7. Natural resources and energy
8. Development cooperation, working freedom
for development agencies and civil society
organizations
9. Tourism
10. Gender, trade, green growth and unpaid care
economy
11. People to people connection
12. Debt and poverty alleviation
13. Militarization
The second half of the discussion focused on how
could Nepal benefit from the platform, and what asks
or suggestions should be submitted in order to make
BIMSTEC a more dynamic platform. The following
were identified as the main areas of importance for
Nepal:
•

Nepal can use BIMSTEC to connect with other
member states and Asian countries.

•

Nepal can use this platform to promote
Buddhism, Buddhism circuit and Buddhism
tourism

•

Nepal can explore the prospect to sell Nepal’s
electricity to other South Asian countries in addition to India

•

Nepal can take the lead on including the Poverty Alleviation theme

•

How can Nepal and other member countries remain in open society/open visa regime?

•

How Nepal can be engaged in bi-lateral engagement with India and other member countries for the better cooperation?

The discussion ended with an agreement to submit a set of asks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before the BIMSTEC Summit on
30th March so that the concerns identified can be submitted to the concerned authority. Following the discussion, Human Rights
Alliance along with SAAPE and NGO Federation of Nepal, prepared an Appeal Letter to submit to the BIMSTEC. Through SAAPE,
the appeal was submitted and was received in a positive manner in the summit. The appeal thus submitted above.
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Social Justice Nepal
7th March, 2022
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Human Rights Defenders Conference
6th March, 2022
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Policy Dialogue on the Roles and Responsibilities of CSOs

15th February, 2022
On 15th February 2022, National Alliance for Human Rights and
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activist and founding chairperson of Human Rights Alliance, Mr.
Gauri Pradhan highlighted the importance of social networking
and alliances in the fight for human rights. He stressed on the
need for collective action to attain the motto of empowering people
through social actions. Dr. Netra Prasad Timsina suggested

COVID 19 and Rising Inequality
21st January, 2022
On 21st January 2022, Fight Inequality Alliance, People’s Vaccine

On behalf of Inequality Alliance, PVA and SAAPE, Mr. Bidur
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The key presenters were Ms. Geeta Pandey, Convenor of Fight

- To share the status of inequality in Nepal post the COVID
19 pandemic
- To discuss on the current status and develop
recommendations for moving ahead

Inequality Alliance Nepal and Mr. Arjun Bhattarai, Convener of
People’s Vaccine Alliance Nepal. Other speakers who shared
their thoughts and comments were Dr. Keshab Khadka, Dr. Rudra
Khatri, Ms. Bina Silwal, Mr. Bharat Khadka, Mr. Pom Paudel, Mr.
Som Niroula, Mr. Ram Prasad Subedi, Dr. Netra Prasad Timsina
and Mr. Bal Krishna Kattel. The program was formally closed by
Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, chairperson, Human Rights Alliance.

Strategic Meeting / Kick Off Meeting (Campaign to demand equitable and
just distribution of COVID 19 Vaccine in South Asia)
18th January, 2022
The first official strategic kick off meeting
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24th Earthquake Day - Build Back Better: Nepal’s Reconstruction Process
and Lessons
17th January, 2022
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Consultation Meeting
31st December, 2022
The first discussion meeting for the initiation of the Campaign to

Prepare a skeleton about vaccination status in Nepal based on

demand equitable and just distribution of COVID 19 Vaccine in

the discussion and share with FOCUS

South Asia was completed at Hotel Kutumba, Lalitpur. The agenda
of the meeting was to discuss how to initiate the campaign for just

• Organize interaction dialogue with experts and health officials

distribution of COVID 19 Vaccine. The discussion identified the

to discuss the progress made so far regarding vaccination in

following activities to be completed:

Nepal

• To Organize a project kick off meeting

- Objectives of the discussion:

Tentative date: 17th Jan 2022

To take updates about the vaccination status in Nepal

With core project team (HRA representatives and SAAPE

To prepare a status report about vaccination in Nepal

representatives)

To formulate a detailed action plan based to move

Discussion agendas for meeting:		

Identification

of

key issues

ahead based on the report
• To develop a social media handle for regular update about

How to build an Alliance and launch the Campaign
Preparation of appropriate slogan/message for the campaign

vaccination in Nepal and South Asia
Website, Facebook page and Twitter handle for regular updating

• Organize a policy dialogue with former and present NPC
members on the issue of People’s Vaccination
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